
CI-GCF/GEF AGENCIES
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL SAFEGUARDS (ESS) SCREENING FORM

	☐      Preliminary Screening (check if performed at the project/program conceptual stage)
	⛝ Second Screening (check if performed at proposal development stage i.e. PPG/PPF)



Guidance Notes
1. This ESS Screening Form is guided by the CI-GEF/GCF Agencies’ Policy on Environmental and Social Safeguard Standards, which forms part of the CI-GCF/GEF Agencies Environmental and Social Management Framework (ESMF).  
2. The CI-GCF/GEF Agencies undertake environmental and social safeguard screening for every project or program to determine the risk categorization for the project, the ESS Standards triggered by the project, and the mitigation measures to be implemented by the project. 
3. ESS screenings are performed at (i) conceptual stage (Preliminary Screening) using the finalized versions of the PIF/PFD/CN; and (ii) proposal development stage i.e. PPG/PPF (Secondary Screening) using the project document when details of activities, project intervention areas and executing arrangements, among others, have been finalized. Additional screenings may be performed at any time when significant changes have emerged including but not limited to new proposed activities, changes in local/national context of project intervention areas, and where environmental and social risks have increased.
4. The CI-GCF/GEF Agencies classify the project into one of three categories, depending on the type, location, sensitivity and scale of the project and the nature and magnitude of its potential environmental and social impacts. The descriptions of the categories and lists of types of projects identified in Appendix II of the CI-GCF/GEF’s ESMF. These descriptions are meant to serve as guidance and are not exhaustive.
5. The CI-GCF/GEF Agencies do not fund projects that involve the construction or rehabilitation of large or complex dams, and resettlement of people. The CI-GCF/GEF Agencies cannot support projects that contradict CI’s mission and policies.
6. The Executing Agency/Entity is responsible for fully completing and providing accurate responses to each question in this Screening Form, and to submit the completed Form to the CI-GCF/GEF Agencies in a timely manner.  
7. The CI-GCF/GEF Agencies is responsible for ensuring that the project complies with the CI-GCF/GEF Policy on Environmental and Social Safeguards and will use the completed Screening Form to determine the mitigation measures for the Executing Agency/Entity to implement. 
8. In addition to preparing and implementing mitigation measures for the environmental and social safeguard standards triggered, the Executing Agency/Entity will also need to comply with CI-GEF/GCF’s policies on gender, stakeholder engagement and accountability and grievance mechanism. As such the Executing Agency/Entity will be required to prepare a Gender Assessment and Action Plan, a Stakeholder Engagement Plan, and an Accountability and Grievance Mechanism (see to ESMF for details). 
9. The Executing Agency/Entity is responsible for informing the CI-GCF/GEF Agencies in a timely manner, if at any time during the preparation and implementation of the project, the information provided in this Screening Form changes in a way that results in the risks of the project being increased.
10. For additional information/clarification, please contact Ian Kissoon, Senior Director of ESMF, CI-GEF/GCF Agencies at ikissoon@conservation.org or your GEF/GCF Project Manager.


	I. PROJECT INFORMATION

	GCF/GEF Project ID: 1002011
	Country: Philippines

	Project Title: Building and Strengthening Philippines’ National Capacity to Implement the Transparency Elements of the Paris Agreement Article 13 (CBIT Philippines). Strengthening the Capacity of Institutions in Philippines to Comply with the Transparency Requirements of the Paris Agreement (CBIT Philippines)

	Name of the Executing Agency/Entity: Climate Change Commission (CCC) Philippines with the Manila Observatory as EASP.

	Length of Project: ___ months
	Anticipated Start date: TBD
	Anticipated End date:     TBD

	GCF Results Area(s) / GEF Focal Area(s): Climate Change

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.mw6c5c874d14]GCF/GEF Project Amount: USD  1,734,862
	Co-Financing Amount: USD

	Project Objectives:
[bookmark: _heading=h.31c6reovejgr]Improve the capacity of the Philippine government to meet Enhanced Transparency Reporting (ETR) for UNFCCC and domestic policy and programmatic decision-making.

	Project Components and Main Activities Proposed:
[bookmark: _heading=h.nsre135j6w55]COMPONENT 1:      Strengthening institutional  arrangements and coordination for improved transparency over time.     
Component 1 aims to enhance the Philippines’ ability to monitor and manage greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions effectively. It involves building the capacity of both governmental and non-state institutions responsible for sectors that contribute to      GHG emissions. The ultimate goal is to improve the accuracy and transparency of GHG Inventory in the Philippines over time. By strengthening the capacity of institutions responsible for managing the GHG Inventories, the Philippines can enhance its ability to track and monitor emissions accurately. This will enable the country to fulfill its international commitments under the Paris Agreement (COP21), Article 13, and promote informed decision-making for climate action and sustainable development. Transparency over time will facilitate the identification of emission trends, areas for improvement, and opportunities for mitigation measures to achieve climate goals and targets effectively.

Outcome 1.1 focuses on building technical expertise and fostering effective collaboration between government agencies and non-state actors to ensure transparent data collection, sharing, and reporting processes. By strengthening technical capacities and promoting institutional coordination, this outcome will contribute to a more robust and reliable data management system in the Philippines. Transparent data collection, sharing, and reporting processes will enhance accountability, facilitate evidence-based policymaking, and support the achievement of project goals and targets. Ultimately, the outcome will contribute to informed decision-making, effective resource allocation, and improved outcomes in the specific areas addressed by the Project.





Outcome 1.2 focuses 



COMPONENT 2:


Outcome 2.1 includes 



COMPONENT 3:

 
Outcome 3.1 includes 



COMPONENT 4: Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E).
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	II. PROJECT CONTEXT

	Project Location 
· Indicate where the project will take place AND provide a legible map highlighting the project intervention areas, towns/communities/indigenous territories, protected areas, and main rivers/watersheds):

	The Philippines is an archipelago in Southeast Asia, consisting of over 7,600 islands. It is located in the western Pacific Ocean, surrounded by the South China Sea to the west, the Philippine Sea to the east, and the Celebes Sea to the south. The archipelago is divided into three main geographical divisions: Luzon (north), Visayas (central), and Mindanao (south). Manila, located on the island of Luzon, is the capital city. However, Quezon City, also on Luzon, is the most populous city. The Philippines has a population of over 114 million people as of 2024, making it the 13th most populous country in the world. The population is diverse, with the majority being of Austronesian descent. There are also significant Chinese, Spanish, and American influences due to the country’s history. Filipino (based on Tagalog) and English are the official languages. Over 170 languages and dialects are spoken across the country.
Before the arrival of Europeans, the islands were home to various indigenous groups with complex societies and trade networks, including with China and other Southeast Asian countries. The Philippines was a Spanish colony for over 300 years (1565–1898), profoundly influencing its culture, religion, and government. Catholicism remains a dominant religion due to this period. After the Spanish-American War, the Philippines became a U.S. territory (1898-1946). The U.S. influence is still visible in the country’s education system, language, and government structure. The Philippines gained independence from the United States on July 4, 1946.
The Philippines is a democratic republic with a presidential system. The President serves as both the head of state and government. The country is divided into 17 regions, 81 provinces, and over 1,400 municipalities. It has a mixed economy with agriculture, manufacturing, and services sectors. It’s known for its significant remittances from overseas Filipino workers (OFWs). Agriculture (rice, coconuts, bananas), electronics and semiconductors, Business Process Outsourcing (BPO), and tourism are key sectors. Despite economic growth, the country faces challenges such as poverty, income inequality, and corruption.
The Philippines is predominantly Roman Catholic, with about 80% of the population adhering to the faith. There are also Muslim communities, especially in Mindanao, and other religious minorities.  The country is known for its colorful festivals (fiestas), including Sinulog in Cebu, Ati-Atihan in Aklan, and Pahiyas in Quezon. Filipino cuisine is diverse, with influences from Spanish, Chinese, American, and indigenous traditions. Popular dishes include adobo, sinigang, lechon, and halo-halo.
The Philippines is one of the world’s most biodiverse countries, with a wide variety of flora and fauna, many of which are endemic. However, it faces significant environmental challenges like deforestation, pollution, and climate change impacts. The country is prone to natural disasters such as typhoons, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions due to its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire.
The Philippines is known for its beautiful beaches, such as those in Boracay, Palawan, and Siargao. It also has rich cultural and historical sites, like Intramuros in Manila and the Banaue Rice Terraces. Tourists can enjoy diving, snorkeling, hiking, and exploring the vibrant urban life in cities like Manila and Cebu. The Philippines is a dynamic and resilient country with a rich cultural heritage and a rapidly growing economy. Its diverse landscapes, warm people, and complex history make it a unique and fascinating place.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wz91lk22f0ca]The Philippines, like many other developing countries, faces challenges in managing its GHG emissions while pursuing economic growth. The energy sector is the largest contributor to GHG emissions in the Philippines, primarily due to the burning of fossil fuels for electricity, transportation, and industry. The country is still heavily reliant on coal, although there are increasing efforts to expand renewable energy sources. The agriculture sector is another significant source, with emissions mainly from rice production (methane from paddy fields), livestock (methane from enteric fermentation), and the use of synthetic fertilizers (nitrous oxide). GHG emissions from waste come from the decomposition of organic waste in landfills, which releases methane. Improper waste management practices contribute significantly to these emissions. Deforestation and land-use change have historically been major sources of carbon dioxide emissions. However, reforestation and afforestation projects have been introduced to mitigate this.
As of the latest data, the Philippines’ total GHG emissions are approximately 150-200 MMtCO2eq per year. This figure can vary depending on specific reporting methods and the inclusion of different sectors. The energy sector alone accounts for more than half of these emissions. Under the Paris Agreement, the Philippines has committed to reducing its GHG emissions by 75% by 2030 compared to a business-as-usual scenario, although only a portion of this is unconditional and reliant on domestic resources. The country is investing in renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal to reduce dependence on coal and other fossil fuels. Efforts are being made to improve public transportation and promote the use of electric vehicles. The government has launched various reforestation initiatives to restore degraded lands and sequester carbon. The Philippines faces challenges in balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability. High poverty rates and the need for development often conflict with environmental goals. The country is also highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, such as typhoons and rising sea levels, which complicates its ability to focus on reducing GHG emissions. The Philippines' GHG emissions reflect the complexities of managing development and environmental stewardship in a rapidly growing economy.
The Project will encompass the entirety of the Philippines (Figure 1). The approximate location of the Philippines is 12.8797°N, 121.7740°E. It is a national effort to improve transparency elements outlined in the Paris Agreement Article 13.

Figure 1: Project Location.
[image: ]


	Biological Context of Project Area
· Indicate global significance (e.g. biodiversity hotspot, Ramsar site, Key Biodiversity Area) of the project area.
· Identify endemic and IUCN Red Listed species.
· Describe the environmental conditions of the area including pollution, threats to biodiversity, and natural disasters.

	[bookmark: _heading=h.1zd5oue6eknw]The Philippines is a biologically rich and diverse country, often recognized as one of the world's biodiversity hotspots. The country's unique geographic location, archipelagic nature, and varied ecosystems contribute to its rich biological diversity. The Philippines is home to over 10,000 plant species, of which around 60% are endemic, meaning they are found nowhere else in the world. Notable species include the Rafflesia, the largest flower in the world, and various species of Dipterocarps, which are tall tropical trees that dominate the lowland rainforests. The country has a rich array of animal species, which includes over 1,100 terrestrial vertebrates and a significant number of marine species. Endemic species include the Philippine eagle (one of the largest and most powerful birds of prey), the Philippine tarsier (one of the world’s smallest primates), and the Tamaraw (a dwarf buffalo found only on the island of Mindoro). The Philippines is part of the Coral Triangle, a region known for its exceptional marine biodiversity. The waters around the Philippines are home to over 2,000 species of fish, 500 species of coral, and a variety of other marine life, making it a crucial area for global marine biodiversity.
The country’s rainforests are some of the most diverse in the world, providing habitats for many endemic species. These forests are found in various islands, including Luzon, Mindanao, and Palawan. The Philippines has extensive mangrove forests, which play a crucial role in protecting coastlines from erosion and providing breeding grounds for marine life. Coral reefs and seagrass beds are also abundant in Philippine waters, supporting diverse marine species and contributing to the livelihoods of local communities. The mountainous regions of the Philippines, such as the Cordillera Central in Luzon, are home to distinct flora and fauna, including several species adapted to high-altitude environments. The country has numerous rivers, lakes, and wetlands, which are vital for both biodiversity and local communities. These freshwater systems are home to various species of fish, amphibians, and plants.
The Philippines has one of the highest deforestation rates in the world, driven by logging, agriculture, and urban development. This has led to significant habitat loss and threatens many species with extinction. Industrialization, urbanization, and agricultural practices have led to pollution of water bodies and soils, affecting both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. The rich marine resources of the Philippines are under threat from overfishing, which has led to the decline of fish populations and damage to coral reefs. The Philippines is highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, including rising sea levels, increased frequency of typhoons, and changing weather patterns, all of which affect biodiversity and ecosystems. The introduction of non-native species has disrupted local ecosystems and outcompeted native species, further threatening biodiversity.
The Philippines has established a network of protected areas, including national parks, marine sanctuaries, and wildlife reserves, to conserve its rich biodiversity. The Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is one of the most well-known marine protected areas. There is a growing focus on involving local communities in conservation efforts, recognizing their traditional knowledge and the importance of sustainable livelihoods. The Philippines has enacted several environmental laws aimed at protecting biodiversity, such as the Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act and the National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act. Various academic institutions and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are actively involved in research and public education to raise awareness about the importance of biodiversity and the need for conservation. The biological context of the Philippines is characterized by extraordinary biodiversity, significant conservation challenges, and ongoing efforts to protect its unique natural heritage.

	Socio-Economic Context of Project Area
· Describe the broad economic, social and cultural context of, and local communities living in, the area of the proposed project and identify disadvantaged groups present in the area. Include statistical information on number of men, women, indigenous people, disadvantaged/vulnerable/disabled groups, economic/livelihood activity, household income
· Describe how men and women access, use, manage and govern the natural resources that the project seeks to focus on. How could project activities affect or benefit women and men, and people with diverse gender identities where relevant?
· Describe the extent of gender-based violence (GBV) and Sexual Exploitation, Sexual Abuse and Sexual Harassment (SEAH). Are GBV and SEAH relatively high at the national and project level? Is the project planning to introduce activities that may perpetuate or exacerbate GBV and SEAH?

	SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONTEXT OF THE PHILIPPINES
The socio-economic context of the Philippines is shaped by its demographic trends, economic structure, social conditions, and challenges, which may be summarized as follows:
· Population Size: The Philippines has a large and growing population, estimated at over 114 million people as of 2024. It is the 13th most populous country in the world.
· Age Structure: The population is relatively young, with a median age of around 25 years. A significant proportion of the population is under 30, leading to a large workforce and potential demographic dividend.
· Urbanization: The Philippines is experiencing rapid urbanization, with over 47% of the population living in urban areas. Major cities like Manila, Cebu, and Davao are growing rapidly, leading to both opportunities and challenges in infrastructure, housing, and services.
· Economic Growth: The Philippines has experienced steady economic growth over the past few decades, with GDP growth rates typically ranging between 6-7% annually before the COVID-19 pandemic. The economy has been recovering post-pandemic, driven by services, manufacturing, and construction.
· Remittances: Remittances from Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) are a critical component of the economy, contributing around 10% of GDP. These remittances provide a vital source of income for millions of households.
· Poverty and Inequality: Despite economic growth, poverty remains a significant issue, with about 16-20% of the population living below the poverty line. Income inequality is also high, with disparities between urban and rural areas, as well as across different regions of the country.
· Education: The Philippines has made progress in improving access to education, with high enrollment rates in primary and secondary schools. However, quality and access to higher education remain challenges, particularly in rural areas.
· Healthcare: The healthcare system is a mix of public and private providers. While healthcare access has improved, the system faces challenges such as limited funding, uneven distribution of healthcare facilities, and disparities in access between urban and rural areas.
· Employment: The unemployment rate is relatively low, but underemployment remains a concern, particularly in rural areas and among the youth. Many workers are engaged in informal or precarious employment, which lacks social protection.
· Social Protection: The government has implemented social protection programs, such as the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps), which provides conditional cash transfers to low-income families. However, coverage and effectiveness vary.
· Infrastructure Development: The Philippines has been investing in infrastructure through programs like the "Build, Build, Build" initiative, aimed at improving transportation, communication, and utilities. However, infrastructure development still lags behind other countries in the region, particularly in rural areas.
· Transportation: The country faces challenges in transportation, with congestion in major cities like Metro Manila, limited public transportation options, and underdeveloped infrastructure in rural areas.
· Digital Economy: The digital economy is growing, driven by high mobile phone penetration and increasing internet access. The Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) sector is a significant part of this, but challenges such as digital divide and infrastructure gaps persist.
· Government Structure: The Philippines is a democratic republic with a presidential system. Governance is divided among national and local levels, with the latter playing a crucial role in implementing development programs.
· Corruption and Governance Challenges: Corruption remains a significant issue, affecting public trust and the efficiency of public services. Efforts to improve governance and reduce corruption are ongoing but face challenges.
· Peace and Security: The country faces security challenges, particularly in the southern region of Mindanao, where there are ongoing conflicts involving various insurgent groups. The government has pursued peace processes and development programs to address these issues.
· Vulnerability to Natural Disasters: The Philippines is highly vulnerable to natural disasters such as typhoons, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. These disasters have significant socio-economic impacts, particularly on vulnerable populations.
· Climate Change: Climate change poses a major threat, with rising sea levels, increased frequency of extreme weather events, and impacts on agriculture and fisheries. The government has been working on climate adaptation and mitigation strategies, but challenges remain in implementation and resource allocation.
· Diversity: The Philippines is culturally diverse, with over 175 ethnolinguistic groups. Filipino culture is a mix of indigenous traditions and influences from centuries of Spanish, American, and other foreign colonization.
· Religion: The Philippines is predominantly Christian, with over 80% of the population identifying as Roman Catholic. There is also a significant Muslim population, particularly in Mindanao, as well as other religious and indigenous beliefs.
· Opportunities: The large, young workforce presents opportunities for economic growth and development. The BPO industry, tourism, and the digital economy are key growth areas.
· Challenges: Poverty, inequality, infrastructure gaps, and governance issues are significant challenges that need to be addressed to ensure sustainable and inclusive development. Environmental vulnerabilities also pose ongoing risks to socio-economic stability.
[bookmark: _heading=h.grahlm9pki9e]The socio-economic context of the Philippines is characterized by rapid population growth, steady economic expansion, and significant social challenges. Addressing these issues will require continued investment in infrastructure, education, healthcare, and governance, alongside efforts to mitigate the impacts of climate change and natural disasters.
NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES
Natural resources management (NRM) in the Philippines is a critical component of the country's efforts to balance economic development with environmental sustainability. The Philippines is rich in natural resources, including minerals, forests, biodiversity, water, and marine resources. However, managing these resources poses significant challenges due to issues such as deforestation, mining, overfishing, pollution, and climate change. A summary of natural resource management is as follows:
· The Philippines has experienced significant deforestation due to logging, agricultural expansion, and urbanization. Forest cover has been dramatically reduced over the past century, leading to biodiversity loss, soil erosion, and increased vulnerability to natural disasters. Various laws, like the National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act, aim to protect and manage forests sustainably.
· The government has implemented reforestation and afforestation programs, such as the National Greening Program (NGP), which aims to restore degraded forestlands and increase forest cover. Reforestation and afforestation programs are ongoing, with community-based forest management (CBFM) as a key strategy involving local communities in forest conservation.
· The Philippines has established a network of protected areas under the National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act. These areas aim to conserve biodiversity, protect watersheds, and maintain ecosystem services. Examples include the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park and the Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park, both of which are UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
· Land use planning and management are crucial for balancing development needs with environmental protection. The government promotes sustainable agricultural practices, agroforestry, and integrated land use planning to minimize environmental impacts.
· The Philippines is an archipelago with extensive coastal and marine resources, including coral reefs, mangroves, and fisheries. Overfishing, pollution, and habitat destruction are major threats. The establishment of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and the implementation of the Fisheries Code are efforts to manage these resources sustainably.
· Water resources are crucial for agriculture, industry, and domestic use. However, the Philippines faces challenges like water scarcity, pollution, and watershed degradation. Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) and watershed management programs are being implemented to ensure sustainable water use and supply.
· The Philippines is rich in minerals such as gold, copper, and nickel. However, mining activities have raised concerns about environmental degradation, displacement of communities, and pollution. The Mining Act of 1995 regulates mining activities, but there have been calls for more stringent policies and better enforcement to protect the environment and local communities.
· Agriculture is a key sector in the Philippines, but unsustainable practices, land conversion, and climate change pose risks to food security and environmental health. The government promotes sustainable agriculture practices, agroforestry, and land reform programs to address these challenges.
· The Philippines is a biodiversity hotspot, home to a vast array of endemic species. However, habitat loss, climate change, and illegal wildlife trade threaten this biodiversity. Conservation programs focus on protecting critical habitats, enforcing wildlife laws, and engaging local communities in conservation efforts.
· The Philippines is highly vulnerable to climate change and natural disasters, which impact natural resources and livelihoods. Climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction are integrated into natural resource management strategies. The government has developed the Philippine Climate Change Action Plan (PCCAP) and the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Plan (NDRRMP) to address these issues.
· Effective governance, enforcement of environmental laws, and coordination among various agencies are critical challenges. Corruption and lack of resources often hinder these efforts.
· Engaging local communities in NRM is vital for the success of conservation programs. Empowering communities through education, capacity building, and livelihood support is essential.
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE IN THE PHILIPPINES
· [bookmark: _heading=h.udchg81xtsdn]Gender-based violence (GBV) is a significant issue in the Philippines, affecting many women, children, and marginalized communities. GBV encompasses a range of harmful acts directed at individuals based on their gender, including physical, sexual, psychological, and economic violence. Despite various legal frameworks and efforts to address the issue, GBV remains pervasive due to deeply rooted cultural norms, poverty, and a lack of effective implementation of laws.
· Domestic violence is one of the most common forms of GBV in the Philippines. It includes physical, emotional, and psychological abuse, often perpetrated by intimate partners or family members. The Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children Act of 2004 (Republic Act No. 9262) provides protection for women and children, criminalizes various forms of abuse, and establishes mechanisms for support and intervention. However, underreporting remains a challenge due to social stigma and fear of retaliation.
· Sexual violence, including rape, sexual harassment, and incest, is a serious issue. The Anti-Rape Law of 1997 and the Safe Spaces Act (Republic Act No. 11313), also known as the Bawal Bastos Law, aim to address rape, sexual harassment, and other forms of sexual violence in both public and private spaces. Despite these laws, many survivors face barriers in accessing justice, such as victim-blaming, slow legal processes, and inadequate support services.
· The Philippines is a source, transit, and destination country for human trafficking, particularly involving women and children for sexual exploitation, forced labor, and other forms of abuse. The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 (Republic Act No. 9208), as amended by the Expanded Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2012 (Republic Act No. 10364), seeks to combat trafficking by providing stricter penalties and better protection for victims. However, poverty and lack of education make individuals vulnerable to trafficking.
· Child abuse, including sexual exploitation, child labor, and physical abuse, is a persistent problem in the Philippines. The Special Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination Act (Republic Act No. 7610) provides a legal framework for protecting children from abuse. The online sexual exploitation of children (OSEC) has also become a growing concern, with the country being identified as a global hotspot for such crimes.
· Members of the LGBTQ+ community in the Philippines face various forms of violence and discrimination, including hate crimes, bullying, and harassment. While there is increasing awareness and advocacy for LGBTQ+ rights, legal protections remain limited. The Anti-Discrimination Bill (SOGIE Bill), which aims to protect individuals from discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and expression, has been proposed but has yet to be passed into law.
· Economic violence includes the denial of economic resources or opportunities, often used as a form of control in abusive relationships. Psychological violence encompasses acts that cause mental or emotional suffering, such as threats, intimidation, and isolation. These forms of violence are often intertwined with other types of abuse and can have long-lasting impacts on survivors' well-being.
· The Philippine government has enacted various laws to combat GBV, as mentioned above. Additionally, the Magna Carta of Women (Republic Act No. 9710) is a comprehensive women's rights law that promotes gender equality and aims to eliminate discrimination and violence against women.
· Several government agencies, such as the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and the Philippine Commission on Women (PCW), provide support services for GBV survivors, including shelter, counseling, legal assistance, and livelihood programs. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society groups play a crucial role in advocating for survivors' rights, providing services, and raising awareness about GBV.
· Community-based interventions, such as barangay-level protection programs and local advocacy campaigns, are essential in preventing GBV and supporting survivors. These programs often focus on education, capacity building, and mobilizing community resources to address GBV.
· Deeply ingrained patriarchal values and gender stereotypes contribute to the perpetuation of GBV. Efforts to change these norms through education, media, and advocacy are ongoing but face resistance in some sectors.  Many survivors do not report GBV due to fear, stigma, or lack of trust in the justice system. Improving access to justice, ensuring the protection of survivors, and enhancing the responsiveness of law enforcement and judicial bodies are critical areas for improvement. The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated GBV, with lockdowns and economic hardships increasing the risk of violence, particularly in domestic settings. Addressing GBV in the context of post-pandemic recovery is a significant challenge.
· Gender-based violence in the Philippines is a multifaceted issue that requires comprehensive approaches involving government, civil society, and communities. While significant progress has been made in terms of legislation and awareness, much work remains to be done to effectively prevent GBV, protect survivors, and promote gender equality.
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION, SEXUAL ABUSE AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT (SEAH) IN THE PHILIPPINES
· Sexual exploitation, sexual abuse, and sexual harassment (SEAH) are significant issues in the Philippines, affecting a wide range of individuals, particularly women, children, and vulnerable groups. These forms of sexual violence are deeply rooted in societal norms, power imbalances, and systemic inequalities. Addressing SEAH requires a multifaceted approach, including legal measures, public awareness, and support services for survivors.
· The Philippines is both a source and destination country for human trafficking, particularly for sexual exploitation. Victims, often women and children, are trafficked domestically and internationally for commercial sexual exploitation. The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 (Republic Act No. 9208), as amended by the Expanded Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2012 (Republic Act No. 10364), aims to combat trafficking by criminalizing all forms of exploitation, including forced prostitution and online sexual exploitation.
· The Philippines has been identified as a global hotspot for online sexual exploitation of children (OSEC), where children are sexually exploited online, often by family members or other close individuals. This exploitation is driven by demand from foreign perpetrators. The Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012 (Republic Act No. 10175) and the Anti-Child Pornography Act of 2009 (Republic Act No. 9775) provide legal frameworks to combat OSEC, but enforcement remains challenging due to the anonymity provided by the internet.
· Commercial sexual exploitation includes sex tourism, forced prostitution, and exploitation in entertainment venues like bars and clubs. Vulnerable populations, particularly women from impoverished backgrounds, are at high risk.
· Sexual abuse in the Philippines is prevalent and can occur in various settings, including homes, schools, workplaces, and institutions. It involves any unwanted sexual act, whether physical or verbal, inflicted upon a person without their consent. Child sexual abuse is a significant issue, with cases often occurring within the family or community. The Special Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination Act (Republic Act No. 7610) provides legal protection for children and outlines penalties for offenders. Despite the law, cultural stigma and fear of retaliation lead to underreporting, and many cases remain unaddressed. There have been reports of sexual abuse within institutions such as schools, orphanages, and religious organizations. These cases are often difficult to prosecute due to power dynamics and lack of reporting.
· Rape is one of the most severe forms of sexual abuse, and it remains a pervasive issue in the Philippines. The Anti-Rape Law of 1997 (Republic Act No. 8353) defines rape as a crime against persons, emphasizing the importance of consent. However, societal stigma and victim-blaming hinder many survivors from seeking justice.
· Sexual harassment in the Philippines occurs in various environments, including workplaces, educational institutions, public spaces, and online. It involves unwanted sexual advances, comments, or behaviors that create an intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment. Sexual harassment in the workplace is a widespread issue. The Anti-Sexual Harassment Act of 1995 (Republic Act No. 7877) requires employers to prevent and address sexual harassment, but enforcement and compliance vary. Many victims are reluctant to report harassment due to fear of retaliation, job loss, or further victimization.
· Public spaces, including streets, public transportation, and schools, are common settings for sexual harassment. The Safe Spaces Act (Republic Act No. 11313), also known as the Bawal Bastos Law, was enacted to address this issue. It criminalizes all forms of sexual harassment in public spaces, workplaces, schools, and online.
· With the rise of social media and digital communication, online sexual harassment has become increasingly prevalent. This includes cyberbullying, unsolicited explicit messages, and doxing (publicly sharing private information). The Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012 also addresses online harassment, but enforcement is challenging due to the nature of digital platforms.
· Many victims do not report SEAH due to fear of stigma, shame, or lack of trust in the justice system. Cultural norms that blame victims or downplay sexual violence contribute to this issue. Despite comprehensive legal frameworks, enforcement of SEAH laws remains weak due to corruption, lack of resources, and insufficient training for law enforcement and judicial personnel. Survivors often face barriers in accessing justice, including lengthy legal processes, inadequate support services, and limited access to legal representation.
· Patriarchal values and gender stereotypes perpetuate SEAH, making it difficult to challenge the status quo. Education and awareness-raising efforts are essential to changing these norms.
· While there are services available for survivors, such as counseling, legal aid, and shelters, these are often limited, especially in rural areas. More comprehensive and accessible support systems are needed.
· Continued advocacy for stronger laws and policies to protect against SEAH is crucial. This includes pushing for amendments to existing laws to close loopholes and ensure better protection and support for survivors. Public education campaigns, school-based programs, and community initiatives can help change attitudes toward SEAH and promote a culture of respect and consent. Empowering survivors through access to justice, support services, and economic opportunities is essential. This includes ensuring that survivors are aware of their rights and have access to the resources they need to recover and rebuild their lives. Training and capacity-building for law enforcement and judicial personnel are vital to improving the handling of SEAH cases. Ensuring that these cases are treated with the seriousness they deserve is key to deterring future offenses.
· Sexual exploitation, sexual abuse, and sexual harassment in the Philippines are pervasive issues that require a comprehensive approach involving legal reforms, education, and support for survivors. While progress has been made, significant challenges remain, particularly in terms of enforcement, cultural attitudes, and access to justice. Collaborative efforts between government, civil society, and communities are essential to effectively address SEAH and promote a safer, more equitable society.
The project is not planning to introduce activities that may perpetuate or exacerbate GBV and SEAH.

	Institutional Capacity : Executing Agency Support Partner  (EASP)’s Institutional Capacity to Implement ESMF: 

The Manila Observatory (MO) was established in 1865. It is a Jesuit scientific research institution with research work in the fields of atmospheric and earth science in the Philippines and the Southeast Asian region. During the American colonial period in the Philippines, Manila Observatory served as the official government agency for weather forecasting and seismic monitoring - laying the groundwork for the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) and the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS).
 
MO advocates a science-based approach to sustainable development and poverty reduction through its principal focus on the areas of climate change and disaster science. It brings 165 years of scientific research work with more than 20 years of experience in climate modelling, remote sensing and geographic information systems (GIS) applications engineering, and community-based resilience. It has completed a good number of innovative projects in these areas in the past and our researchers have produced a significant number of publications in well-respected journals, demonstrating its capacity to lead and undertake excellent research together with various international organizations.

· MO is headed by an atmospheric scientist who is an expert in climate change. In particular, he is the foremost leader of Greenhouse Gas (GHG)  Inventory in the Philippines

· MO is comprised of science laboratories: Regional Climate Systems, Geomatics and Development, Air Quality Dynamics, Data Sensor and Development,  and Geophysics

· MO translates science into policy, action, and advocacy through Klima

· MO staff comprise of research scientists who have been technical advisers of the CCC, DENR, and DOST
· MO’s Klima collaboratory has vast experience in Energy Policy, Climate Justice, Loss and Damage and is made up of a cohort of legal and policy practitioners in the field of environmental and climate justice

· MO works on both mitigation and adaptation methodologies to address climate change

	INSTITUTIONAL EXPERIENCE IN IMPLEMENTING ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL SAFEGUARDS, GENDER AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
· [bookmark: _heading=h.q835hqlwxa0n]The Climate Change Commission Philippines (CCCP) has been actively involved in integrating environmental and social safeguards into its climate change initiatives. The CCCP has played a crucial role in developing and implementing the National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP), which outlines the country's strategies for addressing climate change. This plan incorporates environmental and social safeguards to ensure that climate actions are sustainable and equitable.
· The CCCP supports the development of climate change adaptation and mitigation plans at the national, provincial, and local levels. These plans include measures to protect biodiversity, promote sustainable land use, and address the social impacts of climate change.
· The CCCP chairs the Inter-Agency Committee on Climate Change, which coordinates the efforts of various government agencies in addressing climate change. This committee ensures that environmental and social safeguards are considered across all relevant sectors.
· The CCCP provides training and capacity building programs for government officials, civil society organizations, and communities to enhance their understanding of environmental and social safeguards in the context of climate change.
· The CCCP promotes green finance initiatives to support climate-friendly investments. This includes developing guidelines for green bond issuance and promoting sustainable finance practices.
· The CCCP supports the development of climate-resilient infrastructure projects, ensuring that environmental and social impacts are carefully assessed and mitigated.
· The CCCP works with local communities to develop and implement climate change adaptation plans that address their specific needs and priorities. These plans often include measures to protect biodiversity and promote sustainable livelihoods.
· The CCCP actively participates in international climate negotiations, advocating for the inclusion of environmental and social safeguards in global climate agreements.
· The CCCP shares its experiences and lessons learned with other countries, contributing to global efforts to address climate change in a sustainable and equitable manner.
· In general, the CCCP has made significant strides in integrating environmental and social safeguards into its climate change initiatives. By addressing both the environmental and social dimensions of climate change, the CCCP is working to create a more sustainable and equitable future for the Philippines.
NUMBER OF STAFF DEDICATED (PART/FULL-TIME) TO SAFEGUARDS, GENDER AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
[bookmark: _heading=h.s1rc5gdvm6v9]The, UNFCCC Gender Focal Point is Ms. Rachel Anne S. Herrera of the Climate Change Commission Philippines. The number of staff dedicated (part/full-time) solely to environmental and social safeguards and stakeholder engagement at the CCCP is currently unknown.

	Additional Information
· Describe any risks or factors that may affect or contribute to the project implementing safeguard measures/plans.

	Based on the scope of work of the CBIT Project there are no risks or factors that may affect or contribute to the project implementing safeguard measures/plans.





	III.  ESMF EXCLUSIONS

	This section will help the CI-GEF/GCF Agencies to determine whether they can support a project. Please provide accurate answers and details including supporting documents, where requested. If you answered “Yes” to any of the questions (i-xiii) then the CI-GEF/GCF Agencies cannot support the project.



	Will the project: 
	Yes
	No

	I. Contravene major international and regional conventions on environmental issues?
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.ihgyearpbidx]☐
	⛝

	II. Propose to create or facilitate significant degradation and/or conversion of natural habitats of any type (forests, wetlands, grasslands, coastal/marine ecosystems, etc.) including those that are legally protected, officially proposed for protection, identified by authoritative sources for their high conservation value, recognized as protected by traditional local communities, or have significant negative socioeconomic and cultural impacts that cannot be cost-effectively avoided, minimized, mitigated and/or offset?
	☐
	⛝

	III. Involve adverse impacts on critical natural habitats, including forests that are critical natural habitats, including from the procurement of natural resource commodities, except for adverse impacts on a limited scale that result from conservation actions that achieve a net gain of the biodiversity values associated with the critical natural habitat?
	☐
	⛝

	IV. Propose to carry out unsustainable harvesting of natural resources -animals, plants, timber and/or non-timber forest products (NTFPs)- or the establishment of forest plantations in critical natural habitats? 
	☐
	⛝

	V. Propose the introduction of alien species that can potentially become invasive and harmful to the environment, unless there is a mitigation plan to avoid this from happening?
	☐
	⛝

	VI. Involve involuntary resettlement, land acquisition, and/or the taking of shelter and other assets belonging to local communities, individuals or Indigenous Peoples?
	☐
	⛝

	VII. Contravene major international and regional conventions on human rights, including rights specific to indigenous peoples?
	☐
	⛝

	VIII. Propose activities that result in the exploitation of and access to outsiders to the lands and territories of indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation and in initial contact?
	☐
	⛝

	IX. Propose the use and/or procurement of materials deemed illegal under host country laws or regulations or international conventions and agreements, or subject to international phase-outs or bans, such as:
a.	ozone depleting substances, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and other specific, hazardous pharmaceuticals, pesticides/herbicides or chemicals; and
b.	wildlife or products regulated under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species or Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)?
	☐
	⛝

	X. Propose the use and/or procurement of pesticides and hazardous materials that are unlawful under national or international laws, the generation of wastes and effluents, and emissions of short- and long-lived climate pollutants?
	☐
	⛝

	XI. Involves the removal, alteration or disturbance of any non-replicable or critical cultural heritage, or the use of any intangible cultural heritage without the Free, Prior and Informed Consent of the communities who it belongs to?
	☐
	⛝






	IV.   SIMPLIFIED APPROVAL PROCESS (GCF Projects ONLY)

	Questions XIV through XXII are ONLY for GCF Projects pursuing the Simplified Approval Process (SAP). If you answer “Yes” to any of the questions below, your project will undergo further review to determine eligibility for the Simplified Approval Process.



	Will the project:  
	Yes 
	No 

	XII. Involve associated facilities[footnoteRef:2] and require further due diligence of such associated facilities?  [2:  Associated facilities are those that are not funded as part of the project, and that would not have been constructed or expanded if the project did not exist and without which the project would not be viable.] 

	☐
	☐

	XIII. Involve trans-boundary impacts including those that would require further due diligence and notification to downstream riparian states? 
	☐
	☐

	XIV. Adversely affect working conditions and health and safety of workers or potentially employ vulnerable categories of workers including women or child labor? 
	☐
	☐

	XV. Generate hazardous waste and pollutants including pesticides and contaminate lands that would require further studies on management, minimization and control and compliance to the country and applicable international quality standards? 
	☐
	☐

	XVI. Involve the construction, maintenance, and rehabilitation of critical infrastructure (i.e. dams, water impoundments, coastal and riverbank infrastructure) that would require further technical assessment and safety studies? 
	☐
	☐

	XVII. Involve the resettlement and dispossession, land acquisition, and economic displacement of persons and communities? 
	☐
	☐

	XVIII. Be located in protected areas and areas of ecological significance including critical habitats, key biodiversity areas and internationally recognized conservation sites? 
	☐
	☐

	XIX. Affect Indigenous Peoples that would require further due diligence, free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) and documentation of development plans? 
	☐
	☐

	XX. Be located in areas that considered to have archeological (prehistoric), paleontological, historical, cultural, artistic, and religious values or contains features considered as critical cultural heritage?  
	☐
	☐





	V. ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL SAFEGUARDS (ESS) SCREENING

	This section will help the CI-GEF/GCF Agencies to determine the category of the project and the ESS Standards triggered by the project. Please provide accurate answers and details including supporting documents, where requested. 



	ESS1: Environmental and Social Impact Assessment

	Will the project potentially:
(a) cause significant adverse environmental and social impacts (which may affect an area broader than the project area) that are sensitive, diverse, or unprecedented?
(b) cause adverse environmental and social impacts (which are site-specific and few if any of them are irreversible) on human populations or environmentally or socially important areas?
⛝ NO (to all of the above)
☐ TO BE DETERMINED
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3vcikakbxyua]☐ YES (to any of the above)
If TBD or Yes, please provide details here.




(c) Has a full or limited ESIA that covers the proposed project already been completed? 
⛝ NO 
☐ YES (If Yes, answer the following)

	(d) Is the assessment a: ☐ A FULL ESIA        ☐ A LIMITED ESIA                                                         
	Yes
	No

	(e) Does the assessment meet its terms of reference, both procedurally and substantively?
	☐
	☐

	(f) 3. Does the assessment provide a satisfactory assessment of the proposed project?
	☐
	☐

	(g) 5. Does the assessment describe specific environmental and social management measures (e.g., avoidance, minimization, mitigation, compensation, monitoring, and capacity development measures)?
	☐
	☐

	(h) 6.  Does the assessment identify capacity needs of the institutions responsible for implementing environmental and social management issues?
	☐
	☐

	(i) 7.  Was the assessment developed through a consultative process with key stakeholder & rightsholder engagement, including issues related to gender mainstreaming and Indigenous Peoples?
	☐
	☐

	(j) 8.  Does the assessment assess the adequacy of the cost of and financing arrangements for environmental and social management issues?
	☐
	☐

	For any “no” answers, describe below how the issue has been or will be resolved or addressed.





	ESS 2: Protection of Natural Habitats and Biodiversity Conservation

	Will the project:
(a) involve adverse impacts on Critical Habitats[footnoteRef:3], including forests that are Critical Habitats, including from the procurement of natural resource commodities, except for adverse impacts on a limited scale that result from conservation actions that achieve a Net Gain of the Biodiversity values associated with the Critical Habitat? [3:  Critical Habitat means a Habitat with high Biodiversity value, including (i) Habitats of significant importance to Critically Endangered or Endangered species, as listed on the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of threatened species or equivalent national approaches, (ii) Habitats of significant importance to endemic or restricted-range species, (iii) Habitats supporting globally or nationally significant concentrations of migratory or congregatory species, (iv) highly threatened or unique ecosystems, and (v) ecological functions or characteristics that are needed to maintain the viability of the Biodiversity values described in (i) to (iv).] 

(b) contravene applicable international environmental treaties or agreements?
(c) involved the utilization of genetic resources?
(d) introduce or use potentially invasive alien species?
(e) affect species identified as threatened at the local and/or global levels?
(f) implement habitat restoration activities?

⛝ NO (to all of the above) 
☐ TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)
☐ YES (to any of the above)
If TBD or Yes, please provide details here. In the case of Protected Areas, provide name, location, area size, management category, governance arrangement, and current management activities of protected areas being affected by the project.







	ESS 3: Resettlement, Physical and Economic Displacement 

	Will the project 
(a) involve the voluntary or involuntary resettlement of people? Resettlement including relocation or loss of shelter.
(b) restrict land use and access?
(c) cause economic displacement of people? Economic displacement, including the loss of access to natural resources that lead directly or indirectly to the loss of traditional/subsistence livelihoods, including assets,
social capital, cultural identity, among other impacts.

⛝ NO (to all of the above) 
☐ TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)
☐ YES (to any of the above)
If TBD or Yes, please provide details here.








	ESS 4 : Indigenous Peoples [footnoteRef:4] [4:  According to CI Policy on Indigenous Peoples, “CI identifies indigenous peoples in specific geographic areas by the presence, in varying degrees, of: a) Close attachment to ancestral and traditional or customary territories and the natural resources in them; b) Customary social and political institutions; c) Economic systems oriented to subsistence production; d) An indigenous language, often different from the predominant language; and f) Self-identification and identification by others as members of a distinct cultural group”.] 


	Will the project:
(a) work in lands or territories traditionally owned, customarily used, or occupied by indigenous peoples?
(b) cause impacts on land and natural resources, including restrictions on land use or loss of access to natural resources, subject to traditional ownership or under customary use or occupation, or the location of a project or program on such land or the commercial development of such natural resources?
(c) cause relocation of Indigenous Peoples from land and natural resources subject to traditional ownership, or under customary use or occupation?
(d) cause significant impacts on an Indigenous People’s cultural heritage that is material to the identity and/or cultural, ceremonial, or spiritual aspects of the affected Indigenous People's lives, or the use of such cultural heritage for commercial purposes?
(e) include the commercial development of lands and natural resources central to Indigenous Peoples’ identity and livelihood, or commercial use of Indigenous Peoples’ Cultural Heritage?
(f) restrict the access of Indigenous Peoples to parks and protected areas?
(g) Work in territories where there is Indigenous Peoples in voluntary isolation or could result in undesired contact with IPs?

⛝ NO (to all of the above) 
☐ TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)
☐ YES (to any of the above)
If TBD or Yes, please provide details here.




	ESS 5: Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention

	Will the project: 
(a) promote the trade in or use of any substances listed under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, or other chemicals or hazardous materials subject to international bans, restrictions or phaseouts due to high toxicity to living organisms, environmental persistence, potential for bioaccumulation, or potential depletion of the ozone layer, consistent with relevant international treaties and agreements?
(b) generate wastes and effluents, and emissions of short- and long-lived climate pollutants?
(c) involve pest management measures, Integrated Pest Management or Integrated Management of Vectors and Intermediate Hosts?
(d) procure pesticides?
(e) use energy, water and other resources and material inputs, where significant water consumption is involved and would cause adverse impacts on communities, other water users, and the environment?

⛝ NO (to all of the above) 
☐ TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)
☐ YES (to any of the above)
If TBD or Yes, please provide details here.




	ESS 6: Cultural Heritage[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Cultural Heritage means both tangible and intangible cultural heritage, including movable or immovable objects, sites, structures, natural features and landscapes that have archaeological, paleontological, historical, architectural, religious, aesthetic, or other cultural significance, located in urban or rural settings, above ground, underground or under water; as well as practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, or skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artifacts and cultural spaces associated therewith – that communities, groups, and in some cases individuals, recognize as part of their heritage, as transmitted from generation to generation and constantly recreated by them in response to nature and a shared history.] 


	Will the project implement activities that affect cultural heritage (both tangible and/or intangible), including archaeological, paleontological, historical, architectural, and sacred sites including graveyards, burial sites, and sites with unique natural values?  

⛝ NO
☐ TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)
☐ YES 
If TBD or Yes, please provide details here.






	ESS 7: Labor and Working Conditions

	
(a) the fundamental rights of workers, consistent with the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) Declaration on the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work are respected and protected? 
(b) written labor management procedures are established in accordance with applicable national laws?
(c) workers are provided with clear and understandable documentation of employment terms and conditions, including their rights under national law to hours of work, wages, overtime, compensation and benefits?
(d) workers are provided regular and timely payment of wages; adequate periods of rest, holiday, sick, maternity, paternity, and family leave; and written notice of termination and severance payments, as required under national laws and the labor management procedures?
(e) decisions relating to any aspect of the employment relationship, including recruitment, hiring and treatment of workers, are made based on the principles of non-discrimination, equal opportunity and fair treatment, and not on the basis of personal characteristics unrelated to inherent job requirements?
(f) appropriate measures are in place to prevent harassment, intimidation, and exploitation, and to protect vulnerable workers, including but not limited to women, children of working age, migrants and persons with disabilities?
(g) workers who participate, or seek to participate, in workers’ organizations and collective bargaining, do so without interference, are not discriminated or retaliated against, and are provided with information needed for meaningful negotiation in a timely manner?
(h) forced labor and child labor are not used in connection with the project or program?
(i) occupational health and safety (OHS) measures are applied to establish and maintain a safe and healthy working environment, including supply chain workers?
(j) workers are informed of applicable grievance and conflict resolution systems provided at the workplace level?
(k) workers may use these mechanisms without retribution, and the grievance and conflict resolution systems does not impede access to other judicial or administrative remedies available under the law or through existing arbitration procedures, or substitute for grievance systems provided through collective agreements?




The EASP was chosen not long ago and has not provided supporting evidence on compliance with this standard.







	ESS 8: Community Health, Safety and Security

	Please complete the following Risk Assessment Tool to determine community health, safety and security risks and their mitigation measures. Guidance on how to complete the Tool can be found in Appendix IX of the ESMF (Version 7). Try to identify risks in a way that recognizes diversity, disadvantaged groups that might be disproportionally affected or affected in different ways to others. For example, elderly and people with disabilities will be more impacted by natural hazards, or women having more exposure to accidents from having less access to Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).
Some of the CHSS risks may include but are not limited to:
· Natural hazards/disasters such as flooding, drought, wildfires, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, typhoons and hurricanes;
· Climate change and ecosystem service stress such as increased temperatures;
· Exposure to Hazardous Materials such pesticides and banned chemicals;
· Exposure to communicable/vector-borne disease such as Ebola, COVID-19, and Malaria; 
· Security related risk such as working in areas of conflict or post-conflict or with illegal activities (e.g. poaching, growing illicit crops), context with ongoing human rights violations, human-wildlife conflict, frequent and violent protests/demonstrations, working with armed rangers;
· Safety related risks such as failure of structural elements or infrastructure built by the project, lack of PPE; and
· Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Sexual Exploitation, Abuse and Harassment (SEAH).
	Community Health, Safety and Security Threat
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Risk
	Risk Rating
	Mitigation Measures

	1. Natural hazards/disasters such as flooding, drought, wildfires, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, typhoons.
	5
	4
	20
	Extreme
	· Develop Community Health, Safety and Security Plan (CHSSP) with adaptive management.
· Detailed planning of GHGI and MRV activities.

	2. Climate change and ecosystem service stress such as increased temperatures.
	5
	4
	20
	Extreme
	· Develop CHSSP with adaptive management.
· Develop Data Management Plan to ascertain how changes in temperature with impact GHGI.

	3. Exposure to communicable diseases, such as mpox, COVID-19.
	3
	3
	9
	Low
	· Develop CHSSP with adaptive management.

	4. Security related risk such as working in areas of conflict or post-conflict.
	3
	3
	9
	Low
	· Develop CHSSP with adaptive management.
· Provide security team, as required.




	·                                              
	5. Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Sexual Exploitation, Abuse and Harassment (SEAH)
	4
	3
	12
	Medium
	· Develop CHSSP with adaptive management.
· Develop Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) that includes GBV/SEAH.
· Report incident(s) to local authorities following approval from grievant.

	6. 
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	70

	Average
	14

	Overall risk rating to project-affected communities
	Medium






	ESS 9: Private Sector Direct Investments and Financial Intermediaries

	Will the project make either direct investments in private sector firms or Endowment Funds, or channels funds through Financial Intermediaries (FIs)?

⛝ NO
☐ TO BE DETERMINED (TBD)
☐ YES (to any of the above)
If TBD or Yes, the proposed fund/FI/firm would be required use this Screening Form to conduct a screening on the portfolio of the proposed investment.
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	ESS 10: Climate Risk and Related Disasters

	Please refer to guiding questions in Appendix A to help answer the questions below:
Describe the climate projections for the country or region, or if possible, for the specific location of the project for the next 30 years from the start date of the project.
The climate projection for the Philippines may be summarized as follows:
· Mean temperatures in all areas of the Philippines are expected to rise by 0.9°C to 1.1°C in 2020 and by 1.8°C to 2.2°C in 2050. In addition, all seasonal mean temperatures will also increase in these time slices; and these increases during the four seasons are quite consistent in all parts of the country (PAGASA, 2024)[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  https://www.pagasa.dost.gov.ph/information/climate-change-in-the-philippines#:~:text=Mean%20temperatures%20in%20all%20areas,all%20parts%20of%20the%20country.] 

· Historical temperatures show a warming trend since the mid-20th century, with average annual mean temperature increasing by approximately 0.6°C and a significant increase on hot days and warm nights. These trends are similar to the Pacific region in general (WBG & ADB, 2021[footnoteRef:7]). [7:  https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/15852-WB_Philippines%20Country%20Profile-WEB.pdf] 

· Under the RCP8.5 emissions pathway, average temperatures are projected to increase by 2.9°C by the 2090s, approximately 1°C less than the global average, and 0.7°C by the 2090s under the RCP2.6 emissions pathway. These changes are reported against the 1986–2005 baseline (ibid.).
· Despite high uncertainty surrounding precipitation projections, 15 of 16 climate models assessed projected at least some increase in precipitation (ibid.). Generally, there is a reduction in rainfall in most parts of the country during the summer (March-April-May or MAM) season. However, rainfall increase is likely during the southwest monsoon (June-July-August or JJA) season until the transition (September-October-November or SON) season in most areas of Luzon and Visayas, and also, during the northeast monsoon (December-January-February or DJF) season, particularly, in provinces/areas characterized as Type II climate in 2020 and 2050. There is however, a generally decreasing trend in rainfall in Mindanao, especially by 2050 (PAGASA, 2024).
· There are varied trends in the magnitude and direction of the rainfall changes, both in 2020 and 2050. What the projections clearly indicate are the likely increase in the performance of the southwest and the northeast monsoons in the provinces exposed to these climate controls when they prevail over the country. Moreover, the usually wet seasons become wetter with the usually dry seasons becoming also drier; and these could lead to more occurrences of floods and dry spells/droughts, respectively (ibid.).
· The Philippines faces some of the highest disaster risk levels in the world, and these are projected to intensify as the climate changes. The country is especially exposed to tropical cyclones, flooding, and landslides (WBG & ADB, 2021).
· Sea-level rise is happening at an above-average rate for some parts of the Philippines, exposing up to one million people to flooding from rising sea levels by 2070–2100; investing in adaptation could potentially bring this number down significantly (ibid.).



	Describe the relevant potential hazards (e.g., heavy rainfall leading to flood, low rainfall leading to drought, temperature changes which could lead to heat waves, sea-level rise, or changes in other extreme events such as hurricanes and cyclone) that could prevent the project from achieving its objectives and/or outputs.

Several climate-related hazards could impact the successful implementation of a capacity-building initiative for transparency in Greenhouse Gas Inventory (GHGI) and Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification (MRV) processes. Key hazards and how they could disrupt the initiative’s objectives and outputs may be summarized as follows:
(1) Heavy Rainfall Leading to Flooding:
· Disruption of Infrastructure: Heavy rainfall can cause floods, damaging essential infrastructure such as roads, training facilities, and communication systems. Flooded areas may be inaccessible, delaying data collection, training sessions, and stakeholder meetings.
· Data Loss: Flooding could destroy physical data records or equipment (e.g., servers, sensors) critical for GHG inventory processes, leading to gaps in data collection and reporting.
· Logistical Challenges: Participants may be unable to attend workshops or training sessions if key transport routes are flooded or communication lines are down, delaying capacity-building activities.
(2) Low Rainfall Leading to Drought:
· Impact on Emission Sources: Droughts can severely affect agriculture, water resources, and energy production (especially hydropower), altering the emission patterns of these sectors. If the project relies on historical data or modeling, drought-induced changes could lead to inaccurate emissions reporting or assumptions.
· Water Scarcity: In areas dependent on agriculture or water-intensive industries, a drought could divert focus from capacity-building efforts to emergency management, hindering participation in the project.
· Energy Supply Issues: Water shortages could reduce hydropower capacity, causing power outages that affect online training sessions, digital tools, and data processing systems used in GHG inventory management.
(3) Temperature Changes Leading to Heat Waves:
· Health Risks for Participants: Intense heat waves could pose health risks, especially for field staff and participants in rural or under-resourced areas. Extreme heat may limit outdoor data collection activities and reduce participation in training and workshops due to health concerns.
· Energy Consumption Strains: Heat waves often lead to increased energy demand (e.g., for cooling), which may cause power shortages or blackouts. This could disrupt virtual training, communication, and data collection systems dependent on electricity.
· Data Integrity Issues: High temperatures may impact sensitive equipment, such as GHG monitoring devices or servers, resulting in equipment failures, inaccurate data readings, or system breakdowns.
(4) Sea-Level Rise:
· Coastal Infrastructure Damage: Rising sea levels could flood coastal infrastructure, including offices, training centers, and data storage facilities. This could destroy records or equipment essential for monitoring GHG emissions.
· Loss of Access to Coastal Areas: Coastal communities and industries, which are key contributors to emissions (e.g., shipping, fisheries, tourism), could be displaced, disrupting the collection of relevant data for the GHG inventory.
· Population Displacement: Long-term sea-level rise could lead to population displacement, particularly in low-lying areas. This could reduce stakeholder availability and participation in the project, affecting the achievement of capacity-building goals.
(5) Tropical Cyclones or Typhoons:
· Infrastructure Destruction: Strong winds, heavy rains, and storm surges associated with hurricanes or cyclones can devastate physical infrastructure, including GHG monitoring stations, training facilities, and communication systems. This could cause significant delays in project timelines and outputs.
· Logistic Delays: Cyclones can cut off access to affected areas, making it difficult to hold in-person workshops, deploy field teams, or gather data from specific regions. Ports, airports, and road networks may be damaged, hampering mobility.
· Communication Disruptions: Tropical cyclones may knock out telecommunications infrastructure, limiting the ability to coordinate with stakeholders, report progress, or conduct remote training sessions.
· Financial Strain: Post-disaster recovery may divert governmental or institutional focus and resources away from GHG transparency efforts towards more immediate disaster relief and reconstruction activities.
(6) Wildfires:
· Air Quality and Health Impacts: Wildfires, exacerbated by drought and heat waves, can result in poor air quality, causing health issues for participants and field teams. This could lead to the postponement of in-person events, workshops, or data collection activities.
· Data Disruptions: Wildfires may destroy forests, a key component of many countries' carbon sinks, thereby altering carbon sequestration data. This could make it difficult to accurately report on GHG inventories for the land use and forestry sectors.
· Equipment Damage: Field equipment, monitoring stations, and other data-gathering tools in fire-prone areas may be destroyed, leading to gaps in emissions data and hampering the project’s MRV efforts.
(7) Landslides:
· Infrastructure Damage: Landslides triggered by heavy rainfall, earthquakes, or soil erosion can damage roads, communication lines, and GHG monitoring infrastructure, particularly in mountainous or hilly regions.
· Access Issues: Teams may be unable to reach remote or affected areas due to landslides, delaying data collection, site visits, or training programs in those regions.
· Loss of Data: Landslides can destroy monitoring stations or other data-collection devices, resulting in the loss of critical GHG data.
(8) Erosion and Desertification:
· Land Use Changes: Erosion and desertification can drastically alter landscapes and ecosystems, particularly in areas where agriculture or land use change is a major factor in GHG emissions. These changes may complicate GHG reporting and require adjustments to baseline data.
· Stakeholder Displacement: In areas affected by desertification, populations may be forced to migrate, reducing stakeholder engagement in project activities or complicating local data collection efforts.
(9) Pandemic Risks (Secondary but Linked):
· While not directly climate-related, pandemics can be exacerbated by climate change (e.g., disease spread due to higher temperatures and changing ecosystems). Pandemic outbreaks could force lockdowns or travel restrictions, further disrupting training and stakeholder engagement activities.

	Describe the current and projected exposures, vulnerabilities, and adaptive capacities (e.g., technical, institutional, financial) and how these could prevent the project from achieving its objectives and/or outputs.
The current and projected exposures, vulnerabilities, and adaptive capacities may be summarized in the following:
· Possible gap in the institutional infrastructure for coordinating sectoral activities and data monitoring.
· Possible technology gaps including insufficient equipment and tools lead to unreliable and poor-quality data. This leads to uncertainty regarding accuracy, consistency and reliability of the reported GHG inventories.
· Possible technical capacity gaps on methodological assessment of climate change (e.g., calculating GHG emissions, quality control / quality assurance, identification of mitigation options, vulnerability assessments and climate risk identification and prioritization of adaptation options).
· Possible technical capacity gaps of sectoral experts to adequately measure, report and verify GHG emissions and Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
What mitigation measures have been identified and incorporated into the design of the project/planned for the implementation phase to reduce the likelihood and/or consequences of risks or to respond to consequences so as to ensure that the project achieves its objectives and/or outputs?
Incorporating climate risk mitigation measures into the design and implementation of a Capacity-Building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT) in Greenhouse Gas Inventory (GHGI) and Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) requires a holistic approach. These measures can reduce the likelihood of disruptions and improve the project's resilience and effectiveness. Key mitigation measures that can be identified and integrated may include the following:
(1) Risk Identification and Assessment:
· Climate Risk Mapping: Conduct an initial climate risk assessment that includes identifying vulnerabilities in the regions or sectors involved. This should account for the risk of extreme weather events, rising temperatures, and climate-related natural disasters.
· Scenario Analysis: Use climate change scenarios (RCPs) to model potential impacts on the initiative, such as disruptions in data collection or capacity-building activities due to natural disasters.
· Stakeholder Engagement: Involve stakeholders (government, local authorities, experts) in assessing the risks they foresee and collaboratively design mitigation measures.
(2) Infrastructure and Technological Mitigation:
· Digital Resilience: Ensure that the project’s data management systems and platforms for GHG inventory are resilient to climate disruptions. Use cloud-based solutions, remote data collection tools, and redundancy in data storage (i.e., having backups in multiple locations).
· Energy Efficient Infrastructure: In cases where physical infrastructure is involved, ensure energy-efficient designs that mitigate the effects of high temperatures or energy outages from climate-related events.
· Resilient Communication Tools: Use communication platforms that can withstand service interruptions (e.g., satellite-based internet for remote areas).
(3) Adaptation Planning:
· Flexibility in Project Design: Build flexibility into the project timeline to account for potential delays due to climate impacts (e.g., hurricanes, floods). Allow for modifications in the training and data collection schedules if natural disasters occur.
· Decentralized Training: In case centralized training or workshops are disrupted, design the project to deliver training through decentralized models such as virtual webinars, online courses, or local capacity-building units.
· Mobile and Remote Monitoring: Implement mobile tools for GHG data collection and monitoring that can be used remotely. This will help ensure continuity if access to specific areas is restricted due to climate events.
(4) Capacity Building in Climate Adaptation:
· Training on Risk and Resilience: Provide training for stakeholders on climate risk management, ensuring that they are aware of the potential impacts of climate events on GHG data collection and reporting processes.
· Cross-sector Collaboration: Encourage collaboration with disaster risk management authorities and other sectors, such as agriculture, energy, and water, to foster data-sharing and promote integrated approaches to climate risks.
(5) Financial and Resource Planning:
· Contingency Budget: Allocate a portion of the project’s budget specifically for climate-related contingencies. This can cover the costs of responding to extreme events, such as shifting from in-person to virtual training, repairing damaged equipment, or providing emergency technical support.
· Climate Insurance: Explore insurance options for the project infrastructure and critical assets, especially for equipment and facilities in areas prone to natural disasters.
· Diversified Funding Sources: Seek funding from climate-resilience initiatives or adaptation funds, which may provide additional resources for mitigating climate risks.
(6) Local and Regional Collaboration:
· Engage Local Communities: Incorporate traditional knowledge and local adaptation practices into project design, especially in areas where communities have lived with climate risks for generations.
· Partnership with Local Governments: Establish strong partnerships with local and regional governments to leverage their disaster risk management frameworks and emergency response systems.
(7) Monitoring and Evaluation:
· Risk-Based Monitoring Framework: Integrate a climate risk-based monitoring and evaluation framework that tracks the effectiveness of mitigation measures, adapts to changing risk levels, and provides early warnings for potential disruptions.
· Feedback Mechanisms: Establish rapid feedback mechanisms to learn from any disruptions caused by climate risks. This can help adjust the project activities and training programs in real-time to minimize delays or impacts on project objectives.
If one or more risks are accepted, please provide a justification.
None of the risks are accepted.






Appendix A. Climate risk and related disaster assessment tool (adapted from FAO).
The checklist below presents some guiding questions on hazards, exposure, vulnerability and adaptive capacity (see definitions in Appendix XI of the ESMF Version 7) for completing the climate screening section of the Safeguard Screening Form:
	Existing Hazards Guiding Questions:                                                                                                            
	Yes
	No
	TBD

	Observed climate and weather hazards in the project area: 

	Extreme temperature (heat/cold)
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Extreme precipitation and flooding
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Agricultural Droughts and/or dry spells
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Storms (Tropical storms, snowstorms, hailstorms, dust storms, etc.)
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Winds (Typhoons, Cyclones, Hurricanes, Tornadoes, Harmattan)
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Sea level rise (from global warming and storm surges)
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Other natural hazards observed in the project area:

	Earthquakes
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Tsunamis
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Volcanic eruptions
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Landslides or avalanches
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Wildfires
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Salinization
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Ocean acidification
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Projected Hazards Guiding Questions
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	Do future climate scenarios foresee an incremental increase of potential hazards and climate change compared to the baseline that may affect the project over its lifetime?

	Extreme temperature
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Extreme precipitation and flooding
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Agricultural Droughts and/or dry spells
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Change in temperature
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Change in rainfall
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Exposure Guiding Questions
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	Is the project located in high exposure areas?

	Low-lying areas (valleys or coastal zones)
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Arid and semi-arid zones
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Mountains zones and permafrost areas
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Are the agricultural systems (crops, livestock, fisheries, forests) targeted by the project affected by climate related hazards?

	Is crop productivity affected by rainfall variability, changes in temperature or pests and diseases?
	⛝     
	☐
	☐     

	Is livestock productivity affected by rainfall variability, changes in temperature or parasites and diseases?
	⛝     
	☐
	☐     

	Is fisheries productivity affected by ocean acidification, changes in sea temperature or variation of water salinity?
	⛝     
	☐
	☐     

	Is forest productivity affected by wildfires, diseases, rainfall variability or changes in temperature?
	⛝     
	☐
	☐     

	Is any stage of the agricultural value chain (production, storage, processing and marketing) affected by climate related hazards?
	⛝     
	☐
	☐     

	Vulnerability Guiding Questions
	Yes
	No
	TBD

	Is the target population in the project area living below poverty line?
	⛝     
	☐     
	☐

	Are the livelihoods of the target population sensitive to climate change?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Is the target population income exclusively from agriculture? 
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Is the population migrating due to food insecurity as a consequence of climate change?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Is the project targeting sensitive groups (indigenous people or other marginalized groups) that are likely to be affected by climate change?
	⛝     
	☐     
	☐

	Is climate change affecting certain groups more than others in the project area?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Adaptive Capacity Guiding Questions:
	Yes
	No
	TBD

	Does the target population have access to climate information?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Are there any early warning systems in the project area to anticipate and respond to climate-related events and disasters or climate-driven pest and diseases?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Does the government or other institutions support the target population/communities with the necessary social and economic resources to prepare for or respond to climate-related events?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Is the target population carrying out self-adaptation?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Do policies exist that make financial credit, loans and agricultural insurance available?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Project Modulation of Risks Guiding Questions:
	Yes
	No
	TBD

	1. Policies and planning
	

	Does the project support the integration of climate into national policies and planning?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Does the project support the increased use of climate data and information in national long term and strategic planning?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	2. Capacity building, training and outreach
	

	Would the project invest in institutional development and capacity-building for national institutions involved in climate related activities?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Would the project invest in increased information and dissemination of climate-related information to target groups?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Does the project have opportunities to strengthen rural and indigenous climate risk management capabilities?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Does the project support capacity of target groups to utilize and apply climate services at the farm level?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	3. Data gathering, monitoring and information management
	

	Will the project support the infrastructure and technology necessary to monitor climate variables and collect data required from climate impact assessment and modelling?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Will the project support the national institutions to develop the skills required to monitoring and collect climate related information?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	Will the project support development of databases and repositories of climate information?
	⛝
	☐
	☐

	4. Mitigation
	

	Will the project invest in measures that will reduce or mitigate emissions of GHGs from the energy sector?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Will the project invest in measures to reduce or mitigate emissions of GHGs from livestock or agricultural production (e.g. rice production)
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Will the project invest in measures to reduce or mitigation emissions of GHGs through reforestation or land use change?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Will the project invest in renewable energy and green technologies?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Will the project invest in other measures to reduce or mitigate GHG emissions?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	5. Adaptation

	Will the project invest in climate smart agriculture activities?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Will the project promote climate resilient practices for crops, livestock and fisheries?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Will the project promote sustainable natural resources management?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Does the project support Nature-based Solutions for climate change and disaster risk reduction?
	☐
	⛝
	☐

	Will the project invest in agricultural insurance?
	☐
	⛝
	☐
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